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ABSTRACT 

I'tisinus doipclcdi new* species from the Red Sea is described. 
The new species is distinguished bv shell characters from tin* 
similar Red Sea species F Icplorhifncluts (Tapparone-( anefri, 
1S75 and bom F coins longuauda (Lamarck, ISO!) from 
southeastern \lrica. New range records are provided for F 
hijrons <Sturanv. 1900) anti F. urabints (Melvill, 1S9S). 


INTRODUCTION 

A new species in the genus l itsinus is described from 
the Red Sea and taxonomic alfinities are discussed. Most 
Fusiniis an* suhtidal burrowers, although some species 
are lonnd in deep water. The discovery and description 
ol this new species is part of a trend in recent years in 
which a number ol new fasciohiriids have been named 
e.g.. Colas, 21)00. IIadorn and Rogers, 2000; Suvder, 
2000; Snyder and Snyder, 1999; and others). Specimens 
of the new’ species described herein have been collected 
by fishermen at a depth ol 300 in. \dditionallv, the re¬ 
discovery ol Fusinus hifrons (Sturanv, 1900), another 
Red Sen species with a range extension to the Indian 
Ocean, is reported. \ probable range extension is also 
reported lor Fusinus arahints (Mekill, ISOS). The ab¬ 
breviation l SMI National Museum ol Natural History 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington DC, is used here. 

SYSTFAIA I ICS 

I mnl\ I usciolariidae Cray IS53 
k i siniuae Wriglev, 1927 
R dines(|iie. 1 S 13 

h (\ coins Linnaeus. 175S. Recent, 
i niotvpv. 

I u a *s 

I I Ul 

Dcscripiit • I si/.e moderate lor genius, 

length to 1 i i.il long, slightl\ undulat¬ 


ed, apex subtending an angle ol approximately 29 . 
Sculpture of axial ribs and spiral cords, ribs forming 
prominent angular knobs on later whorls, with knobs 
lulling approximately at the center ol whorl. Body whorl 
with 11-13 ribs, penultimate and early whorls with 12- 
14 ribs. Early whorls ol paratvpr (only) lightly sculptured 
with axial ribs becoming evanescent, \xial ribs crossed 
bv numerous spiral cords, some brown on later whorls: 
strong brown cords alternate with weaker mieolored 
cords on body whorl. Penultimate whorl with 12 strong 
cords, becoming evanescent toward the suture, and nu¬ 
merous weak, fine, axial lines, visible onl\ under mag¬ 
nification, between axial ribs. Aperture typically ovate 
and elongate; parietal shield shim, wuxv white, extending 
onto siphoual canal. Spiral cords beneath shield raised 
to form lirate sculpture. Canal long, thin, somewhat sin¬ 
uous. Operculum claw-like, light brown. Protoeoneh, 
perioslracum, and radula unknown. 

Type material: llolotvpe l T SN\l 903651, length 107 
mm, width 24.4 mm, spin* height 40 mm. live-collected. 
Paratvpe, IVled Collection (damaged), length 72.S mm, 
width 22.S mm, spin* and siphoual canal broken, dead- 
collected, irom type locality 

Tvpe locality: Red Sea oil Nrviot Egypt), 75 km 
south of Flat i Israel), 300 m depth on sandv bottom. 

I tvmologv: The species is named alter Dov IVled 
(Tivoii, Israel), a student, collector and dealer in the 
shells ol die Rod Sea area. 

Distribution and habitat: Known onl\ Irom t\pe lo¬ 
cality 

Discussion: I nsiuus ilovpclcdi is most eloselv related 
to F. h’ptorhijnchns (Tapparone-Canelri, IS75), which is 
well illustrated in Sharabati (I9S4: pi. 23, fig. 7k I he 
knobs on I\ Icpforht/nclms , lormed bv the axial ribs, are 
lower, numbering just 9, and are more square than (host 1 
on F. dot prlcdi. The operculum ol / Icpforltiptclnts is 
distinrlivelv rc<ldish brown, and the shell is smaller, t\p- 
iealb ranging between 75 and SO mm, with a propor- 
tionatek shorter siphoual canal. These differences arc 
sufficient to rule out F dovpdcdi being a deeper-water 
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Figures 1-4. Species nfFusiuux. I, 2. Fttsimts dmprlcdi new species. I. llolohpe I'SWI f J03fi5 i. 107 mm length. Iroin sandy 
bottom off \e\iot (Egspt 1 . 75 kin south of Flat (Israeli. bed Sea. depth 300 in. 2. Paratxpc. IVled (collection. i2.S mm length, 
from type locality. 3. Fusinus bifnms (Stnranv, 1000 lVled (collection. 00 0 mm length horn Flat bed Sim Kiael depth > >0 
400 in. 4. Fusin'u\ arabirus Melvill, ISOS Snuler Collection. OHO mm length, trawled In fishermen oil Kl I'm. (-nil ol Sue/ 
(Egypt), depth 32-40 m 
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form <>! F Icptorlupwhus. Comparison ran also he made 
with / coins lonpicamla Lamarck, ISO]) Irom the east 
roast ol southern \frica Cernohorskv, 1972: pi. 43, fior. 
la ; that species has 10 axial ribs on the penultimate 
whorl. However, whereas the number ol axial ribs in¬ 
creases toward the posterior end ol the spire of F. do - 
v pried i , the* opposite is true in F. coins Umpicanda. The 
axial ribs an* not nearlv so pronounced on the body 
whorl in F. coins longicauda as in F. dot priedi: the* for¬ 
mer grows to approximately 200 mm. 

Fnsinus bifrons (Sturanv 1900) 

Figure 3) 

Sturanv 1 1900:197) introduced a deep-water species, Fn- 
\ns bifrons , dredged in depths ol 490-900 m in the Red 
Sea. lie compared this axiallv ribbed species to F for¬ 
ceps (Pern. 1311), F. nudtiearinatus (Lamarck, 1322), F. 
torenma (Deshaves, LS43) (a svnonvm ol F coins (Lin¬ 
naeus, 17539, and F. Icptorlnjncus (Tapparone-Canefri, 
1375), and he named a smooth variety of his new species 
"form pancicostata" Later, Sturanv (1903: pi. 1) illus¬ 
trated F. bifrons and erroneously referred to the taxon 
pancicostata at specific rank. According to R. (anssen of 
the Senckenberg Museum, Frankfurt (reported privately 
1>\ 1L IIadorn), the type material of this "form” differs 
Irom that ol the nominate species onlv in sculpture and 
this "form” should be considered a svnonun of F bif¬ 
rons. 

Two freshly-collected specimens of the smooth form 
ol F bifrons wore examined, one 99.9 min long, 26.6 
mm width, with broken siphonal canal (Peled Collection, 
Irom the Red Seal, the other 106.5 nun long, 26.9 mm 
width (Snyder Collection. Irom the Indian Ocean). The 
smaller specimen was dredged on a sandv bottom at 
350-400 m oil Neviot (I gvpt), 75 km south of Flat (Is¬ 
rael Red Sea. The larger specimen was collected In 
Russian research expeditions to the Sava de Malha Bank 
in the Indian Ocean Bondarev and Roeekel, 1992; Sir- 
enko, I995>. Tin* larger specimen was illustrated b\ Sir- 
enko 1995: fig. 7). I his represents a significant range 
extension lor this species Irom the Red Sea to the Indian 
()cean. 

/ aba us MeK ill. I S9S 

I 

stmsion ol Fusiwts antbicus (Mel- 
ported. This species, previously 


known Irom the Culf ol \rabia. is figured in Bosch et 
al. (1995: 136, species 573). Two specimens were trawled 
1 >\ fishermen in the 1930s off El Tur, Gulf of Suez 
(Egypt), in depths of 32—40 m. Both specimens were 
trawled as dead shells and hence this range extension is 
stated without absolute certainty. Even though taken In 
commercial trawlers, with notoriously vague collecting 
data, it is virtually certain that the specimens were col¬ 
lected in the Red Sea rather than the Arabian Sea. These 
two dead-collected specimens are identical in almost all 
respects to \rabian Sea specimens of F arabicus (Mel- 
\ ill, 1393). 
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